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Parish Clergy
Main Contact for St George’s

during the ”Vacancy”
 Revd Peter Smith

frpeter@stgeorgechorley.co.uk

Main Contact for All Saints’
Assistant Curate

The Revd Jordan Bentliff MA (Hons)
Tel: 01257438000 / 07450 269010

Email: cjbentliff@hotmail.co.uk

Retired Clergy with Permission to Officiate
The Revd Peter Smith BA (Hons) PTO

Tel: 07412 624931
Email: ordinand07@gmail.com

Regular Services
The Parish Church of St George

Sunday 9:30am Family Eucharist
Wednesday 10:00am Eucharist

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk

The Parish Church of All Saints’

Sunday 11:00am Family Eucharist
Sunday 4:00pm Closer Service
Thursday 10:30am Eucharist

www.allsaintschorley.com 

Parish Contacts

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer

Dr Victoria Gibson
safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 07921 100900

Parish Electoral 
Roll Officer

Mrs Sara Shinler
shinglebelly@yhoo.com

Parish Treasurer Mr Stephen Pollard
treasurer@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 07568 5027780

Parish Magazine
Editor

Mrs Chris Gibson
acvgibson@outlook.com 01257 260555

Parish Health & 
Safety Officer

Mr John Bradley
jm30.bradley@gmail.com 07375 047982

Parish Visiting & Lay 
Ministry Team

Mrs Carol Pearson
carolpearson@outlook.com 07981 021288

Parish Youth Group Meet every Friday 5:30pm to 7:00pm
at All Saints Church (contact Fr Jordan) 07450 269010

St George's Contacts

Churchwardens

Mr John Bradley
jm30.bradley@gmail.com

Mrs Lorraine Smith
lorraine54@me.com

07375 047982

07729 886640

Organist & Choirmaster Mr Gordon Blacklidge ARCO FRCL 01257 274922

Verger "Vacany"

Flower Guild Secretary Mrs Freda Armstrong 01257 262918

Bell Tower Captain Dr Victoria Gibson
drvgibson@outlook.com 07921 010900

Church Hall Mrs Sian Phillpson Manger / Booking 07734 232684

St George's Promary
School Mr Andy Purcell Head Teacher 01257 2623230

Sunday Club We meet in the Church Hall
9.25am on a normal Sunday

Men's Fellowship 2nd Wednesday 7:30pm Church Hall 01257 263245

Mother' Union 2nd & last Thursday 7:30pm Churcg Hall

Thursday Ladies Circle 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:30pm Church Hall

Dramatic & Musical 
Society

Friday 7:00pn Church Hall

Badminton Club Monday 8:00pm Church Hall

Church Institute
Monday - Thursday 2:00pm - 11:00pm

Friday & Saturday 2:00pm - 12:00midnight
Sunday 12:00noon - 11:00pm

01257 413107

Toddler & Baby Group Little Steps meet Wednesday (term time)
10:30am - 11:30am Church Hall

St George's Uniformed Organisations Meet at Church Hall (Term time)

Rainbows Kathryn Winters Tuesday 8:00pm 07701 353429

Browies Kathryn Winters Tuesday 6:15pm 07701 353429

Guilds Sarah Glover Tuesday 7:15pm 07974 687541



■Page 4 ■Page 5 

Red Bank Uniformed Organisations Meet at Red  Bank Mission Hall (Term Time)

Beaver Scouts
Scouts
Cub Scouts                         

Monday 6:15pm
Monday 7:30pm Jackie Beesley (GSL)
Tuesday 6:50pm

01257 270770

Rainbows Wednesday 5:30pm Kaitlinn Hunter

Brownies Wednesday 6:45pm Lynsey Torrens

Guides Thursday 6:45pm Jackie Beesley 01257 270770

All Saints’ Contacts

Church Wardens
Mrs Shirley Starkey
churchwarden.allsaints@yahoo.com
Mrs Joyce Jolly
joycejolly21@gmail.com

07806 682946

01257 278057

Verger Mrs Christine Ireland
01257 273291

07596 443163

All Saints’ Primary
School and Nursery Unit Mrs Sarah Partington Head Teacher 01257 262489

Flower Guild Secretary Mrs Marjorie Holland
d_holland1@sky.com 01257 271830

Mothers’ Union
Mrs Marjorie Holland
d_holland1@sky.com
Meet every 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 2:00pm 
(locations vary)

01257 271830

Ladies Friendship Group Mrs Rachael Anders-Kay
rachaelanderskay@gmail.com 07851 210120

Men’s Social Group Mr Michael Anders-Kay
michaelanderderskay@gmail.com 07923 255326

Please notify the Parish Magazine Editor of any changes/updates
Mrs Christine Gibson acvgibson@outlook.com 01257 260555

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly 
hoping that it may meet with your approbation, and enable 
you to spend a happy and profitable hour whilst reading 
over its pages".
Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue

Dear Friends,
It feels rather strange to be writing this editorial for the December / 
January joint edition of the Messenger while sat at my desk on a sunny 
November afternoon! I’m not yet in the “Christmas Spirit” as it were, but I 
can report that some of our neighbours have already put up their 
Christmas trees and decorations!

The shopping frenzy for presents and food for Christmas season will 
soon be in full swing, with stores bulging with shoppers and every 
manner of music and decorations to lure us in. If there is one thing I hate 
– it’s Christmas shopping! (Well, that’s because you’re a man, I hear all 
you ladies say!) 

That is partly true, but is it just me, or has society moved away from the 
true meaning of Christmas? What’s on the telly over Christmas seem to 
be more important than the gift of Jesus Christ. What do we mean by 
that? What can we offer to the world outside our cosy church circles, 
other than a stress filled season, were minds are filled with worry, panic 
and how to entertain the family? Here are some thoughts:

Hope and Light in Darkness: The birth of Christ is the arrival of light 
into a world often shadowed by hardship. Jesus is the promised Saviour 
who brings hope and joy.

A Call to Worship and Gratitude: Christmas is a time to gather in 
community, sing carols, hear the Christmas story, and give thanks for 
God’s greatest gift.

Generosity and Compassion: Inspired by God’s generosity, Christians 
are encouraged to show love and kindness to others, especially those in 
need.

Peace and Reconciliation: The angels’ proclamation of “peace on 
earth” reminds believers of Christ’s mission to bring reconciliation—
between God and humanity, and among people themselves.

Christmas can either be the Christmas we inflict on ourselves, with all its 
worries, or the Christmas we least expect but sorely need - God’s love 
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Our Vision - Closer to Christ; further out for Christ.

made visible in Jesus Christ. Let us carry the above message of hope, 
peace, and generosity into our homes, our church, and our world—not 
just at Christmas, but throughout the coming year.

If you’re reading this in January 2026, then a happy New Year to you all! 
Congratula�ons, you made it through another Christmas. I hope you 
celebrated and received the Christmas gi�s we all needed rather than 
wanted…hope and light, generosity and compassion, peace and 
reconcilia�on. And I hope all of you made space for worship and 
gra�tude for what we all have a shared faith in. 

Many people make New Years’ resolu�ons and break them within days, 
but I hope and pray that you will all join with me in making it your 
resolve to spend more �me with God every day, if only maybe 15 mins. 
Morning Prayer is so easily accessible to the modern digital world. You 
can download the app onto your phone or tablet, and it does the work 
for you. And if you do, you will find two bible readings and one or two 
psalms in the app; so you will also be reading the bible at the same 
�me. Two birds with one stone as they say! 

On a personal note, it has been a great privilege to lead our services 
both at St George’s and All Saints with Fr Jordan during the vacancy; 
and to see all the hard work that has and is being done by our army of 
volunteers. You are all superstars, Fr Jordan and myself could not do our 
bit without your constant service for the church and for God. Whatever 
the New Year holds for our parish, may we all con�nue to join in God’s 
mission…to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlas�ng Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

With every blessing, Rev Peter Smith

Holy Baptism Holy Matrimory
Thomas James Thorpe

NoneEmily Fiona Thorpe
Dexter Marshall

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any sort, and 
especially for:

 Marian Crossthwaite, Harold Dunseath, Linda Eubank, Richard 
Wilk, Simon Newell, Margaret Salisbury, 

  Norman Whittaker, Dorothy Treadwell & Margaret Beaumont.

And for the families of those who have died recently 
Stephen Turner & Alan Fairclough,

We remember all those who are currently housebound and unable 
to be with us in Church.

St George’s Church Congregation Numbers

Week 
Beginning

Children
Attending

Adults 
Attending Communicants

5th Oct 31 122 105
12th Oct 29 197 188
19th Oct 27 114 98
26th Oct 30 107 99

Note - The attendance numbers include all the services 
within the week
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St. George’s Church - Bicentenary Celebration Year

This year, 2025, is the bicentenary of St. George’s Church. One special 
activity, among various other events and activities to celebrate the 
bicentenary, is to create a time capsule.

The primary purpose of a time capsule is to preserve objects and 
information from a specific point in time for future discovery and 
reflection. It serves as a snapshot of the present, intended to be 
opened and examined by people in the future, often with the aim of 
providing insights into our life experiences from the past.

One consideration has been regarding how long a time span before the 
capsule should be opened. The longer it is sealed, the more difficult it 
can be to choose items to be included. A span of 100 years is often a 
popular choice, however, previous experience has proved choosing a 
shorter time such as 50 years allows some of the original participants 
to experience the opening, and for the items included to bring back 
memories. As such, it is planned for the capsule to be opened in the 
year 2075.

It is planned to collect a number of appropriate items to include within 
the time capsule that will provide a view of what life was like in 2025, 
with an emphasis on our local community, parish life and St George’s 
Church.

If you wish to include any items, please 
discuss with me. It is hoped as many 
appropriate items offered will be included, 
but space will be limited, and items 
will need to be suitable to avoid 
deterioration or damage over the 
next 50 years.

Stephen Pollard

Spotlight on Safeguarding

Christmas and New Year can be difficult and 
challenging. Here are a few organisations that can 

help you. Reach out, you are not alone.

Anxiety UK
Charity providing support if you have been diagnosed with an anxiety 
condition.
Phone: 03444 775 774 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 5.30pm)
Website: www.anxietyuk.org.uk

Men's Health Forum
24/7 stress support for men by text, chat and email.
Website: www.menshealthforum.org.uk

Mental Health Foundation
Provides information and support for anyone with mental health 
problems or learning disabilities.
Website: www.mentalhealth.org.uk

Mind
Promotes the views and needs of people with mental health problems.
Phone: 0300 123 3393 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 6pm)
Website: www.mind.org.uk

Papyrus
Young suicide prevention society.
Phone: HOPElineUK 0800 068 4141 (Monday to Friday, 10am to 5pm 
and 7pm to 10pm, and 2pm to 5pm on weekends)
Website: www.papyrus-uk.org

Samaritans
Confidential support for people experiencing feelings of distress or 
despair.
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Phone: 116 123 (free 24-hour helpline)
Website: www.samaritans.org.uk

YoungMinds
Information on child and adolescent mental health. Services for parents 
and professionals.Phone: Parents' helpline 0808 802 5544 (Monday to 
Friday, 9.30am to 4pm)

Website: www.youngminds.org.uk
NSPCC
Children's charity dedicated to ending child abuse and child cruelty.

Phone: 0800 1111 for Childline for children (24-hour helpline)
0808 800 5000 for adults concerned about a child (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.nspcc.org.uk

Refuge
Advice on dealing with domestic violence.
Phone: 0808 2000 247 (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.refuge.org.uk

Alcoholics Anonymous
A free self-help group. Its "12 step" programme involves getting sober 
with the help of regular face-to-face and online support groups.
Phone: 0800 917 7650 (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk

Alzheimer's Society
Provides information on dementia, including factsheets and helplines.
Phone: 0300 222 1122 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and 10am to 
4pm on weekends)
Website: www.alzheimers.org.uk

Dementia UK 
Providing support for all aspects of dementia.
Web Site: www.dementiauk.org

Cruse Bereavement Care
Phone: 0808 808 1677 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)
Website: www.cruse.org.uk

Rape CrisisTo find your local services phone: 0808 802 9999 (daily, 
12pm to 2.30pm and 7pm to 9.30pm)

Website: www.rapecrisis.org.uk

Victim Support
Phone: 0808 168 9111 (24-hour helpline)
Website: www.victimsupport.org

FRANKFree, confidential information and advice about drugs, their 
effects and the law. FRANK's live chat service runs daily from 2pm to 
6pm.
Phone: 0300 1236600 (24-hour helpline)

Text a question to: 82111
Website: https://www.talktofrank.com/
Website: https://smartrecovery.org.uk/

Gamblers Anonymous
A free self-help group. Its "12 step" programme involves stopping 
gambling with the help of regular face-to-face and online support 
groups.

Phone: 0330 094 0322 (24-hour)
Website: https://www.gamblersanonymous.org.uk/

Relate
The UK's largest provider of relationship support.
Website: www.relate.org.uk
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Thursday Ladies  Circle

Once again David Horsfield very kindly came along to our Thursday 
Ladies meeting in November and gave us a very interesting talk on the 
Angel font in St George’s Church. He told us all about the sculptor, and 
showed pictures of other Angel fonts in various buildings around the 
world. Thank you David, We look forward to your next talk.
We held a whist drive at our next meeting. Thanks goes to Netta for 
bringing everything we needed, It was good fun and congratulations to 
Barbara and Margaret who won the most tricks of the evening.

Future meetings. 

4th Dec Christmas meal at the Cosmopolitan                                  
15th Dec.      Flower arrangement by Elaine.
All welcome.
Cath Jolly

Message From The Editor

I am pleased to report a successful year celebrating our 200th 
anniversary. A big thank you to Alan and Jean for their formatting,  to 
Netta and Bill for distributing Magazines, to Mike, Peter and Jordan for 
their support and contributions.

I must also thank B.Livesey Funeral Directors for their co-operation in 
continuing to print the Magazine in colour at no cost to our 
Church.

I look forward to another excellent year in 2026 and could I 
encourage more people to contribute to the Magazine.

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful 
New Year.

Thank you. Chris Gibson 

Reredos Project – Update

We are close to the Reredos project being finished. You will have 
noticed that the centre painting of Christ the Shepherd has now been 
installed. The project was previously delayed after it was decided the 
five paintings on the east wall would have the upper sections re-gilded 
with gold leaf. This was not included in the original plan,but was 
recommended after the initial conservation phase (cleaning) was 
completed.The decision to re-gild them was the right one when looking 
at the splendid uniformityof the gold colour across all of the paintings. I 
had hoped that centre painting would have been back for our 
Bicentenary Service, unfortunately this was not possible. This painting 
took slightly longer to complete due to the need for sections of the 
canvas to be re-tensioned on its very large flexible wooden frame before 
the re-gilding could be undertaken. Movement in the canvas of paintings 
can occur with temperature and humidity changes. Also, the planned 
dated to transport the painting from the Conservator’s Studio in 
Harrogate had to be cancelled due to Storm Amy. There was a risk of 
damage to the painting while moving it from the studio into the van, and 
then from the van into church. The size of the painting results in it 
behaving like a very large sail when being moved.The centre painting is 
now secured to the reredos structure with the beading temporarily fitted. 
Before the beading is finally fitted and re-finished, we will monitor the 
tensioning of the canvas for a short period of time to identify whether 
any on-sitere-tensioning is considered necessary by the Conservator. 
The Conservator will also undertake a number of final commissioning 
onsite activities, 
hopefully before 
the end of the 
year. At that time, 
the reproduced 
Commandments 
I-IV panel will be 
re-installed. 

Stephen Pollard



Lady Catherine Hoyle opened the event with apologies from Sir Lindsay 
who attended the local poppy appeal. She then announced with great 
pleasure that the account raised over several Garden Parties 
and Coffee Mornings now amounts to £46 450.

Freda Armstrong thanked  Lady Catherine and all who once more 
supported the Coffee Morning, adding 
that this and the Garden Parties would 
not have happened without the 
wonderful team of regular helpers. 
All applauded.

PS the total raided on the 1st
November amounted to £960.60 
bringing the new total to £47 410

Freda Armstrong
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M.S Trust - Coffee Morning 1st November
Shoebox Appeal

Thank you all so much for your support of this year’s International Aid 
Shoebox Appeal, another amazing response. Thanks to your generosity 
96 boxes and £80 towards transport costs have been taken to their 
warehouse in Tarleton , where they were most gratefully received by the 
founder and CEO of the Trust, Rev Bernard Cocker ( younger brother of 
Louis ,a long-standing member of our church , sadly no longer with us) . 
It’s wonderful to know that these gifts will bring much happiness to those 
who have so little. Thank you again.Elizabeth Wilding on behalf of the 

Mission and Discipleship Team.
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The History Page December 2025
The issue briefly described what happened to St George’s subsequent 
to its opening in 1825. The main source for the history of its origin is the 
diary of architect Thomas Rickman. Understandably, the diary contains 
little mention of the chapel of ease once Rickman had completed his 
work in Chorley. However, it does allow a summary of how he himself 
fared until his death in 1841.
He had emerged as a leading architectural figure during the time of St 
George’s birth. His Attempt to Discriminate the Styles of English 
Architecture from the Conquest to the Reformation (1817) was much 
read and taught the taxonomy of medieval architecture which is still 
used today. His move to Birmingham (1820) gave him best access to 
coaching routes ( and later, trains) which took him to work in all the 
English counties by 1830. In all he “built” 37 churches and redesigned 
12 more. In addition, he remodelled country houses such as Matfen 
Hall in Northumberland. He designed public buildings like Preston Old 
Court House and the “wedding cake” extension at St John’s 
Cambridge. 
Thus after 1825, he was truly in demand, not least in Lancashire where 
his good friend, Revd. J.W.Whittaker of Blackburn, set him to serious 
church extension. Again, in 1825, he 
began his happy third marriage -to 
Elizabeth Miller- and was blessed with a 
son, a future architect himself. 
Never worried by orthodoxy, his Settle 
Parish Church (1838) shows him leading 
the way to newer asymmetrical church 
design, just as he had designed a holly 
iron church in his younger days. His final 
resting place is a tomb, now starkly 
standing alone by the demolition site of 
St George’s Birmingham ( Rickman, 
1821). Some believe Chorley St George 
took the same name as the architect’s 
prior church, as it took much the same 
plan. 

Bill Walker

Church of the Holy Ascension, Settle

Rickman’s Tomb, 
Birmingham



■Page 22 ■Page 23 

Parish Magazine 2026 Dates

Issue Deadline (Sunday) Available 
(Sunday)            

Feburary 18th January 1st Feburary

March 15th Feburary 1st March

Aprill 22nd March 5th April

May 19th April 3rd May

June 24th May 7th June

July/August 21st June 5th July

September 23rd August 6th Srptember

October 20th September 4th October

November 18th October 1st November

December/January 22nd November 6th December

Contributions for inclusion in the Messenger can be given to 
Chris Gibson or be emailed to acvgibson@outlook.com
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All Saints’ Church Congregation Numbers

Week Beginning Children
Attending

Adults 
Attending Communicants

5th Oct 24 75 39
12th Oct 46 40 19
19th Oct 25 78 43
26th Oct 22 84 43

All Saints’ Church 

Holy Baptism  None

Holy Matrimony None

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any sort, and 
especially for:

Paul Catterall, Linda Eubank, Ken Starkey, Christine Gothard, 
Michael Baxendale, Michael & Pam McLachlan, Linda 

Carrara, Sandra & Mike Downey, Anita Campbell, 
Norma  & Brenda Riley and  all the residents of Gillibrand 

Hall and Coniston House    
And for the families of those who have died recently

Annie Baxter Chantelle Fitzgerald Alan Fairclough Brian Western 
& John Ross 

We remember all those who are currently housebound and unable to 
be with us in Church.

■

2026 Flower Rota
St George’s

Date One Pedestal Lady Chapel
7th Dec Advent

14th Jan Advent

21st Dec Advent

25th Dec Christamas

28th Dec Christmas 1

4th Jan 2026 Joanne Salisbury
11th Jan

18th Jan Mrs Wilding

25th Jan Mrs Lorraine Smith
1st Feb Mr Birkett

8th Feb Mrs Heartfield

15th Feb

22nd Feb Lent

1st Mar Lent

8th Mar Lent

15th Mar Lent

22nd Mar Lent

29th Mar Lent

5th Apr Easter Mothers' Union
12th Apr

19thApr
26th Apr Mrs Hobbiss
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Revd. Jordan Bentliff
Assistant Curate in the Parish of St George, Chorley and 

the Parish of All Saints, Chorley

Tel: 01257438000
Mob: 07450269010

All Saints Vicarage
89 Moor Road

Chorley
PR7 2LR




