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Parish Clergy
Main Contact for St George's

during the "Vacancy"
Revd Peter Smith

Email frpeter@stgeorgechorley.co.uk

Main Contact for All Saints'
Assistant Curate

The Revd Jordan Bentliff MA (Hons)
 07450 2699010

Email cjbentliff@hotmail.co.uk

Retired Clergy with Permission to Offiiciate
The Revd Peter Smith BA (Hons) PTO

Tel 07412 624931
Email frpeter@stgeorgechorley.co.uk

Regular Services
The Parish Church of St George

Sunday 9:30am Family Eucharist
Wednesday 10:00am Eucharist

www.stgeorgechorley.co.uk

The Parish Church of All Saints'
Sunday 11:00am Family Eucharist

Sunday 4pm Closer Service
Thursday 10:30am  Eucharist

wwwallsaintschorley.co.uk

Parish Contacts
Parish Safeguarding 
Officer

Dr Victoria Gibson
safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 07921 100900

Parish Electoral 
Roll Officer

Mrs Sara Shingler
shinglebelly@yahoo.com

Parish Treasurer Mr Stephen Pollard
treasurer@stgeorgechorley.co.uk 07568 502770

Parish Magazine
Editor

Mrs Chris Gibson
acvgibson@outlook.com 01257 260555

Parish Health & 
Safety Officer

Mr John Bradley
jm30.bradley@gmail.com 07375 047982

Parish Visiting & Lay 
Ministry Team

Mrs Carol Pearson
carolpearson@outlook.com 07981 021288

Parish Youth Group Meet every Friday 5:30pm to 7:00pm
at All Saints Church (contact Fr Jordan) 07450 269010
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St George's Contacts

Churchwardens

Mr John Bradley
jm30.bradley@gmail.com
Mrs Lorraine Smith
lorraine54@me.com

07375 047982

07729 886640

Organist & Choirmaster Mr Gordon Blacklidge ARCO FRCL 01257 274922

Verger Simon Wilson 07355 499245

Flower Guild Secretary Mrs Freda Armstrong 01257 262918

Bell Tower Captain Dr Victoria Gibson
drvgibson@outlook.com 07921 010900

Church Hall Mrs Sian Phillpson Manager / Booking 07734 232684

St George's Primary
School Mr Andy Purcell Head Teacher 01257 2623230

Sunday Club We meet in the Church Hall
9.25am on a normal Sunday

Men's Fellowship 2nd Wednesday 7:30pm Church Hall 01257 263245

Mothers' Union 2nd & last Thursday 7:30pm Church Hall

Thursday Ladies Circle 1st & 3rd Thursday 7:30pm Church Hall

Dramatic & Musical 
Society

Friday 7:00pn Church Hall

Badminton Club Monday 8:00pm Church Hall

Church Institute
Monday - Thursday 2:00pm - 11:00pm
Friday & Saturday 2:00pm - 12:00midnight
Sunday 12:00noon - 11:00pm

01257 413107

Toddler & Baby Group Little Steps meet Wednesday (term time)
10:30am - 11:30am Church Hall

St George’s Uniformed Organisations Meet at Church Hall (Term time)

Rainbows Kathryn Winters ~Tuesday 8:00pm 07701 353429

Brownies Kathryn Winters ~Tuesday 6:15 pm 07701 353429

Guides Sarah Glover Tuesday 7:15pm 07974 687541
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Red Bank Uniformed Organisations Meet at Red Bank Mission Hall (Term Time)

Beaver Scouts
Scouts
Club Scouts

Monday 6:15pm
Monday 7:30pm Jackie Beesley (GSL) 01257 270770

Rainbows Wednesday 5:30pm Kaitlinn Hunter                     

Brownies Wednesday 6:45pm Lynsey Torrens

Guides Thursday  6:45pm Jackie Beesley 01257 270770

All Saints' Contacts

Church Wardens

Mrs Shirley Starkey
Churchwarden.allsaints@yhoo.com
Mrs Joyce Jolly
joycejolly21@gmail.com

07806 682946

01257 278057

Verger Mrs Christine Ireland 01257 273291

All Saints' Primary
School & Nursey Unit Mrs Sarah Partington Head Teacher 01257 262489

Flower Guild Secretary Mrs Marjorie Holland                                                                
d_holland1@sky.com 01257 271830

Men's Social Group

Please notify the Parish Magazine Editor of any changes/updates
Mrs Christine Gibson acvgibson@outlook.com  01257 260555

I now cast this little Publication into your hands earnestly hoping 
that it may meet with your approbation, and enable you to spend 
a happy and profitable hour whilst reading over its pages".

Rev. John Stock 1863, The Messenger first issue
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Dear Friends,

I imagined, like all of you, that I wouldn’t be writing the editorial for this 
month’s edition of the Messenger! Unfortunately a new incumbent 
wasn’t appointed in November, but the good news is that the advert is 
now live again on the Pathways website (link below):
https://www.cofepathways.org/members/modules/job/detail.php?
record=9821

Meanwhile, we continue to thrive as a parish, thanks mainly to our 
volunteers and office holders, and of course, to you our wonderful 
parishioners, for supporting them and remaining steadfast in your faith 
and attendance. I am sure the reason is...prayer.

Prayer is at the heart of every church and Christian person, and by the 
time you read this magazine, we will be in the second week of Lent, 
which is the most intense period of prayer in the calendar. It is a time 
of reflection, to take stock of our lives, to examine ourselves in the 
light of the sacrifice that Jesus made on the Cross for our sins. 

In Lent, we are called to do several things. Prayer; alongside prayer is 
the need for Repentance, not simply to say or feel sorry, but to actively 
turn away from sin and toward the light of Christ. Then Fasting, or as 
most people say, giving something up for Lent.

However, the intention should be ‘Spiritual Focus’ not using Lent as an 
excuse to give up smoking or sweets! (I’m guilty of that one.) Fasting 
is not just about giving up food either; it is a spiritual discipline aimed 
at drawing closer to God. To summarise; we are encouraged to use 
this time of Lent for:

• Prayer: Increased prayer and meditation on Scripture.
• Repentance: be genuine in being sorry and seek forgiveness
• Fasting: to abstain from things that make us weak or selfish
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Our Vision - Closer to Christ; further out for Christ

• Charity: Engaging in acts of kindness and charity, reflecting the  
 teachings of Jesus.
• Community: Participating in church services and community   

 activities to strengthen faith and fellowship.

Lent is a time for all the above; but not forgetting preparation for the 
celebration of Easter. The discipline of Lent emphasizes the 
importance of turning away from distractions to focus on one's 
relationship with God.

All that remains is for me to pray that your Lent will be personally 
refreshing and meaningful; and that we all pray unceasingly that God 
will send the right person to be our vicar. Thank you and God Bless all 
of you.

Rev Peter, Priest in Vacancy
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St George's Church Congregation Numbers

Week Begining Children 
Attending

Adults 
Attending Communicant

4th Jan 25 113 100
11th Jan 19 115 107
18th Jan 26 108 104
25th Jan 56 151 132

Note - The attendance numbers include all the services within 
the week

Holy Baptism Holy Matrimony

 None   None

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any sort and 
especially for:

Marian Crossthwaite, Harold Dunseath, Linda Eubank, Jonathan 
Yates, Margaret Salisbury, Simon Newell, Norman Whittaker, 
Dorothy Treadwell,  Margaret Beaumont, Marjorie Baxendale, 

Audrey Clark 

also the families of the recently departed
Pauline Murphy,  Elizabeth Hurley,  

We remember all those who are currently housebound and unable to 
be with us in Church
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Daily Devotionals for Lent.

As we journey through Lent, a time when we spend more time in 
prayer and self reflection, why not join with other Christians across the 
diocese and follow this year’s devotional, God’s Story Your Story, as it 
traces the story of the early church through the book of Acts. Starting 
with Jesus’ initial followers as they wait, before journeying with them 
throughout Lent, seeing them transform from a small, fragile group, to 
a community full of the presence of God. Paper copies are available in 
church or you can access online via the diocesan Fruitful App.
Should you want to learn in the company of others why not join us 
each Wednesday in Lent at 1 Rylands Road at 7:30 as we follow 
Bishop Philip’s Lent Course, Knowing Jesus. Never been to a study 
group before? Don’t worry, we are a small friendly group who all 
started somewhere. There is no pressure to contribute until you feel 
ready, so why not come and give it a try. There is no obligation to 
come to every session and you can catch up on any you miss as they 
are also on the Fruitful App. Looking forward to seeing some new 
faces, oh, and there will be cake!
Elizabeth Wilding ,Mission and Discipleship Team.

LENT LUNCH 2026
This year’s Lent Lunch will be held on Sunday 8th March after coffee. 
Please join us to enjoy a bowl of delicious homemade soup and a roll 
in exchange for a donation to charity. It was lovely to have so many 
attend last year for food and fellowship and we hope for a good 
turnout again this year to support our chosen charity, SVP Chorley 
Buddies.
If anyone would like to make a pan of soup for the occasion or help on 
the day, please contact Elizabeth on 07425608510.
SVP CHORLEY BUDDIES SVP Chorley Buddies is a very active St 
Vincent de Paul Society community support project working 
throughout Chorley Borough.  It exists to respond to identified need in 
the community, relieve social isolation and combat food and financial      
poverty.  The charity works in partnership with Chorley Council and 
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other local organisations such as Living Waters Storehouse, Help the 
Homeless and Chorley Women’s Centre.
To this end three staff and 100 enthusiastic volunteers offer food 
clubs, telephone befriending, delivery of food parcels and social and 
leisure activities.  Individual families in need are also offered support 
with furniture, clothing or household items.  The school uniform events 
which run during the year are extremely popular giving parents access 
to donated uniforms for local primary and secondary schools.
The four weekly food clubs operate in two areas of Chorley plus 
Coppull and Clayton Brook.  At very low cost shoppers have access to 
good quality food, toiletries and other items which would otherwise 
end up in landfill.  Most of the food comes from FareShare and from 
individual businesses. Over 1000 people are helped every month and 
membership is open to anyone.  The sessions also offer a chance for 
people to meet and socialise in a safe space which has proved very 
popular.  There is even an emporium stall with good quality clothes, 
accessories, toys and bric a brac at very reasonable prices.
A community café is held every Wednesday morning in the Buttermere 
Community Centre where all are invited to come along to a warm 
space with an equally warm welcome.  After lunch a weekly craft club 
operates at a very modest cost.
Two lunch socials with entertainment or an activity session are held 
each month enabling people to get out of the house and into company.  
There is no charge made but donations are always welcome.
Leisure activity classes are provided at various places in the Borough 
including seated yoga and chair exercise, aquarobics, knit and knatter 
and children’s crafts.  In the school holidays children’s activity 
sessions prove very popular with local families in Chorley and Clayton 
Brook.
The charity is also involved in seasonal events such as the Christmas 
Toy Appeal when hundreds of children receive new toys donated by 
generous local individuals and organisations.
For further information please ring 01257 542367 or visit the SVP 
Chorley Buddies Facebook page.  
Judith Hilton



Spotlight on Safeguarding
This month I am focussing on Safe Spaces:

Safe Spaces
A free, national support service independently run 

by Victim Support. It provides a confidential, 
personal and safe space for anyone who has 

been abused through their relationship with either 
The Church of England or The Catholic Church of England and Wales.
https://safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk
Safe Spaces is open, and there are no waiting lists for support. You do 
not have to have reported the incident to the Church authorities or the 
Police in order to access support. You do not need to be a current 
active member of the Church in order to access support.
What is Church Abuse?
This service is for people who have experienced any kind of abuse – 
this includes (but is not limited to) sexual violence, inappropriate 
sexual behaviour, physical abuse, financial abuse or exploitation, 
psychological abuse (including spiritual abuse), domestic abuse, 
coercive and controlling behaviour and so-called conversion therapy.
The impact will be different for different people and vary according to 
the type and extent of the abuse. Assumptions cannot be made that 
abuse which we might assume to be less serious has had a less 
damaging impact on someone. There is some evidence that the 
impact of abuse can be especially severe when the abuse has 
occurred within the church and has been justified by religious 
concepts. In particular, survivors can feel betrayed both by the abuser 
and by God.
Safe Spaces can help survivors to process and understand the impact 
that any abuse has had on them and those around them.

Victoria
Dr Victoria Gibson Parish Safeguarding Officer 0792 1010 900 
safeguarding@stgeorgechorley.co.uk
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Parish Magazine 2026 Dates

Issue Deadline 
(Sunday)

Available 
(Sunday)            

April 22nd March 5th April
May 19th April 3rd May
June 24th May 7th June
July/August 21st June 5th July
September 23rd August 6th Srptember
October 20th September 4th October
November 18th October 1st November
December/January 22nd November 6th December

Contributions for inclusion in the Messenger can be given to 
Chris Gibson or be emailed to acvgibson@outlook.com

Electoral Roll 2026

The Electoral Roll is a legal document, and we are required to follow 
national church policy in its establishment and subsequent 
maintenance. This month, before the APCM on April 28th is held, an 
annual review of the roll will be conducted, and a display notification of 
the review will appear on March 15th. Revision and preparation of the 
roll will take place between April 7th and April 11th and be compiled 
and displayed on April 12th. Some non-residents may not meet the 
attendance criteria to remain on roll which could lead to non-attenders 
being removed unless there are mitigating circumstances. The roll will 
then be published on May 1st.
It is important to remember that not being on the Electoral Roll does 
not mean that you are not part of our church family, it does however 
mean that you are not eligible to seek election for certain roles e.g. 
PCC Member or Synod Member and you are not eligible to vote at the 
APCM.
You will find the Electoral Roll (Names only version) displayed on the 
internal notice board of each Parish Church.
Sara Shingler – Electoral Roll Officer
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All Saints’ Church Congregation Numbers
Week Begining Children

Attending
Adults

Attending Communicant
Jan 4th 18 64 38
Jan 11th 24 119 46
Jan 18th 42 85 41
Jan 25th 26 71 46

Note - The attendance numbers include all the services within the 
week

Please pray for those struggling with illnesses of any sort and 
especially for:

Paul Catterall, Linda Eubank, Ken Starkey, Christine Gothard, 
Michael Baxendale,  Pam & Michael McLachlan, Linda Carrara, 
Sandra & Mike Downey, Anita Campbell,   Norman & Brenda Riley, 
Joyce Jolly, Audrey Clark; and all the residents of Gillibrand Hall 

and Coniston House.
And for the families of those who have died recently

TerriRoberts,Frank Woodcock & Baby Oliver

We remember all those who are currently housebound and unable to 
be with us in Church

Holy Baptism Holy Matrimony

Jada Nuttall-Okorodudu   None
Ezra Nuttall-Andoh
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2026 Flower Rota
St George's

Date On Pedestal Lady Chapel
1st Mar Lent
8th Mar Lent
15th Mar Lent
22nd Mar Lent
29th Mar Lent
5th Apr Easter Mothers Union
12th Apr
18trh Apr
26th Apr Mrs Hobbiss
3rd May Mrs Parkinson
10th May Mr Walker Mrs Parkinson
17th May Mrs Lawrenson
24th May Mrs Mason
31st May Mr Birkett
7th  June Mrs Ellison
14th June Mr Allman

21st June Mrs Lorraine Smith

28th June Mrs Armstrong

5th July Mr Walker

12th July Mrs Greenwood

19th July Thursday Ladies
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Count your garden by the flowers
Never by the  leaves that fall

Count the days by golden hours
Don’t remember clounds at all

Count your nights by the stars not shadows.
Count your life with smiles not tears

And with joy through all your journeys
Count your age by friends not years

If there be righteouness in every heart
There will be beauty in every character

If there be beauty in every character
There will be harmony in every home

If there be harmony in every home
There will be order in every nation

When there is order in every nation
There will be peace throughtout the world.

Christine Ireland



Page 15

The History Page March 2026 St George’s School Origins

With the opening of the National School in November 1825, the 
companion to the new chapel of ease was in place. By 1844 it had 4 
rooms, one teacher and his wife and 67 day pupils.

However, its early life was insecure. The school was dependent on 
collections, fundraising and the regular subscriptions of Chorley’s 
better-off Anglicans. Attendees were expected to find up to ninepence 
a week to help defray costs- writing, for example, was charged at 
tuppence. The schoolmaster’s salary was a paltry £40 per year. 
Notwithstanding this attempt at financial prudence, the debt in 1836 
was £69.

There were some heartening factors. The building was also used as a 
Sunday School and this was in the day when the working families 
could attend. In 1842, of all ages, there were 506 males and 496 
females attending, alongside a remarkable 57 teachers. An extra room 
opposite the school had to be hired.

Chorley around the time of Thomas Brown’s arrival. The School is 
clearly marked at the junction of Bolton Street and Pall Mall.
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Secondly, the Day School began its transition from Chorley’s National 
School to St George’s elementary. Once James Streynsham Master 
had graduated from curate to rector of Chorley, on the death of his 
absentee uncle, he placed the school firmly under the management of 
the local clergy, that is the minister of St George’s District ( 19th July 
1847). All the school needed was an inspirational leader and around 
1850 came the arrival of the polymath Thomas Brown. He was to have 

Annual Parish Meeting (APM) and Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM)
Our APM and APCM will be held on 28th April 2026 at All Saints’ 
Primary School, Moor Road, Chorley, starting at 7:30pm. The APM 
(normally a very short meeting) will be held first followed by APCM. 
Both the meetings are major events in the parochial calendar and are 
conducted in accordance with the requirements as laid out in the 
Church Representation Rules.
The primary purpose of the APM is to elect the Churchwardens for the 
parish, in our case we need to elect a total of four, two for each of our 
parish churches. In addition to those listed on the Church Electoral 
Roll (referred to as the ‘Roll’) of the parish, those persons resident in 
the parish whose names are entered on a register of local government 
electors by reason of such residence may also attend this meeting.
The purpose of the APCM is to receive reports on changes to the 
‘Roll’, general parish activities, and financial matters. The APCM also 
elects new members to the PCC, and also to Deanery Synod every 
three years. This year we are required to elect our new Deanery 
Synod Representatives. Only persons whose names are listed on the 
‘Roll’ may attend this meeting.
Members of the clergy (including retired clergy) are not legally 
permitted to have their names listed on a Church Electoral Roll. They 
are, however, permitted to attend both these meetings.
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Ladies Thursday Circle
At our meeting in February we all met in church and was treated to 
some lovely pieces of music by Chris Walsh one of our parishioners.
He went on to tell us how he really wanted to learn the piano as a 
young boy. And as he grew up the passion he had to learn to play the 
organ,  his playing was delightful, and the story of how he achieved 
his ambition, and is still learning how to be even better was 
inspirational. Thank you Chris for telling us your story, and we look 
forward to hearing you play again in church.

Future meetings 5th March. Bible quiz Barbara Horsfield
   19th March. Flowers Elaine Heartfield
Everyone welcome.
Cath Jolly   
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Mothers’ Union
We held a very successful AGM on 29th January and I’m pleased to 
say that Joanne Salisbury has now taken over permanently  the 
Secretary’s duties from myself.  This was carried unanimously and 
greatly appreciated.  Looking after the Anniversary of Baptism Cards 
delivery will now be Rosemary Finch and Pam Lees.  Thank you 
again ladies, I can now breathe.  Elizabeth Wilding is still Treasurer, 
a role she has been carrying out for many years (thank goodness), 
which is good news.

150th ANNIVERSARY YEAR
This year is the 150th Anniversary of Mothers’ Union.  As a Diocese, 
we have received two challenges from central Mothers’ Union during 
this special year.

Firstly, to raise our membership (and we as a branch are slowly 
diminishing in members) and secondly to raise much needed funds 
to ‘Grow our Impact’.

Secondly raise money for the Caravan Replacement Appeal – for the 
MU Blackburn Diocese caravan.     (The caravan is usually replaced 
every 8 years, and 2026 is its 8th year), and money for the 150th

Anniversary Appeal (for central Mothers’ Union).

All branches have been challenged to raise £150 by mid October 
2026. The Trustees have offered matched funding for amounts 
raised by branches and deaneries to a maximum of £15.000.  

Our branch along with All Saints’ (after all we are one Parish) have 
decided to hold a Craft/Coffee and Cake morning/afternoon.    Not 
sure of all details yet but ……

                        watch out for further notices
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AFIA CARAVAN HOLIDAYS 2026
Mothers’ Union 5th Object – “To help those whose family life has met 
with adversity”
The poster below is the current caravan, and the reason that it is 
updated every 8 years is so that the people who need a break feel 
they are comfortable and loved and made welcome.
If you are that family, or indeed if any knows  a family, couple or 
individual that need to GET AWAY FROM IT ALL please don’t remain 
silent, see any MU member, the clergy, or church representative.

The caravan will be open from the school Easter Holidays but get 
booked up quickly (however there are usually vacant weeks late 
spring and early summer) which would be ideal for families with pre-
school  children.
We think this is a very worthwhile cause to be raising money as it fits 
our 5th aim perfectly.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

12th Mar  Hands-on  Diamond Art with Barbara Hunt
26th Mar Elaine’s Quiz Night
9th Apr    Speaker  -   Kat from Lancashire Women
30th Apr  Speaker –   Cheryl   ‘Gaza and Israel’
Gloria Dunseath
Branch Leader
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